8 reasons why you need preflight

Preflighting - checking the technical properties of a PDF file - is still not used by all people, all the time. This was
reveiled in a recent study (VIGC, Belgium): 20% of the printers don't preflight the digital files they receive. The
number of content creators that don’t check the files they send to a printer is even much higher. Interestingly:
preflighting files can save you a lot of money... Many errors that are detected by preflight software, can’t be detected
in any other way. And those errors do create trouble afterwards!

This document will show you why you need to preflight. Eight of the most common errors - which are all detected
by GWG-compliant preflight applications - are part of this file. Send this file to your RIP or your proofer and check
whether you can put it on a printing press without running into troubles...

By the way: preflighting isn't expensive, nor complex. Check the GWG compliant applications at the website
www.GWG.org. And you can download the application settings for your preferred application. For free!

Image resolution (#1), unintended RGB (#2)

For print output, the image resolution needs to be higher
than for viewing a PDF on a screen. Otherwise you will see
artefacts in the image. Also many printers prefer PDF’s with
CMYK images embedded, not RGB images. What about the
image below? Does it have the right resolution? And is it RGB
or CMYK?

Spot colors (#3)

Most designers like to work with spot colors (e.g. Pantone),
especially in logos. But in many cases, these logos need to be
printed using only CMYK inks, an extra ‘dedicated’ ink for the
spot color is more expensive. Is the logo below converted to
CMYK or not? Check the number of plates!
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There can be multiple issues with fonts. E.g. if a font is not
embedded. Then the output equipment will need to replace
that font with another font. A font that might look similar, or
not. But in all cases it will be a different font, looking slightly
or even completely different. Or what about very small print,
even in multiple colors?

Does this text look ok to you?
Or was the font substituted?

Can you print really fine print, e.g. 4 points?

Or text that is 8 points high, but composed of two separations or more?

White text (#5), deep black (#6)

How do you define white text? That's an interesting
question... If you use the wrong settings, it will come out
wrong. Do you see white text in the black box below? And
how do you define a deep (rich’) black, one that won't cause
trouble on a printing press?

White text

Transparency (#7)

Layers (#8)

How To Guide: try the following

Step 1: Open this test file in Adobe Acrobat or Adobe Reader. Do
you see any errors that will become a problem in print? Now
send this file to your proofer or your RIP. Please note: an
ordinary desktop printer is not a proofer! Files are handled
differently and can come out differently.

If you have another PDF viewer on your system, other than
Acrobat or Reader (e.g. Foxit Reader, or Mac OS X Preview), use
that one too and check if both viewers show the same
information.

Step 2: If you have a preflight tool, check if the file is PDF/X-1a
compliant (which is a more restricted version of PDF, specific for
the printing industry). The preflight software probably has this
kind of profile installed by default. If you don't have a preflight
tool, check the complete list of GWG compliant applications at
www.GWG.org and choose the application that you prefer and
install a demo from the vendors website.

If your preflight tool of choice can convert any PDF file to a
PDF/X-1a compliant file, convert the file and save it. Look at the
preflight report, the conversion report! After the file has been
converted to a PDF/X-1a compliant file, send it to your proofer,
your RIP and check the result. If you can't convert it to
PDF/X-1a, go to the next step.

Step 3: Now check the file with the GWG compliant preflight
application of your choice and with a 'sheetfed offset CMYK'
profile (you can download it from the GWG website). And look
at the difference between the preflight report from the check
with the PDF/X-1a profile and the report from the sheetCMYK
profile. You'll see why you need preflight, why you need GWG!



